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Declaration

duty it is to know the truth have been held
to be fraud and deceit. Concealment of ma-
terial facts may amount to deceit.

DeCelles, Alfred Duclos (1843-1925),
Canadian public official, was bom in St. Lau-
rent, Quebec. He was graduated from Laval
University (1867), was admitted to the bar in
1873, and later turned to journalism, editing
successively Le Journal de Quebec, La Min-
erve (Montreal), and Lf Opinion Publique
(Montreal). In 1880 he became assistant li-
brarian and in 1885 librarian of the Domin-
ion Parliament. He is a chevalier of the Le-
gion of Honor of France. Among many
works he published: Les Etats-Unis; Ori-
%inet Institutions, Developpement (1896),
which received a prize from the Academic des
Sciences, Morales, et Politiques of France;
Lajontaine et Son Temps (1907) ; L'Habi-
tant; History of Colonization in Canada;
Quebec Under Confederation.

December, the last month of the year. In
the old Roman calendar, before the time of
Julius Caesar, the year began with March,
and that which is now the i2th was then the
zoth month; hence the same (decem, 'ten').
The early Saxons called it Yule month.

Decemviri, or Decemvirs, various com-
missions at Rome, of which the most im-
portant were the following:

(i) Decemviri legibus scribendis ('the de-
lemvirs for writing the laws'). Their ap-
pointment (451 B.C.) was a success for the
plebeians in their struggles against the patri-
cians ; for one of the plebeians' grievances was
that the patricians alone were the custodians
and administrators of the law. The plebeians
secured the eligibility of their order to the of-
fice of decemvir, though no plebeian was act-
ually elected then. At the end of their year
of office the decemvirs published a code,
which, after approval by the senate and as-
sembly, was engraved on 10 tables of metal,
and set up in the forum. The insurrection
caused by Claudius' treatment of Virginia
forced them to resign. Their laws, known as
the Laws of the Twelve Tables (see TWELVE
TABLES) , formed the basis of all later Roman
law. (2) Decemviri stlitibus ( i.e., litibus)
indicandis ('decemvirs for judging law suits'),
a commission which had jurisdiction in clvi]
cases during the republic. (3) Decemviri sa~
ens faciundis ('decemvirs for the perform-
ance of sacred rites*) was a college whose
members were elected for life,; their chief
charge was the care of the Sibylline books
and the management of the games of Apollo
and the secular games.

Deciduous Trees are those whose leaves
'all in the autumn, in contradistinction to ev-
ergreen trees, which retain their leaves
throughout the winter.
Decimal Fractions. Ordinary fractions,
such as J4> I2/25> 121/144, being difficult to
add and subtract, etc , it was found advisable
to change them, thus, 54=2/10+5/100.
Hence the number 96754 can be read as
900 + 60 + 7 + 2 + 5/100. Each digit (in
;he fractional part as well as in the integral)
las ten times the value of the like digit which
immediately follows it. Writing that num-
ber thus, 967.25, the dot or 'decimal point'
shows where the fraction begins.
Decimal System, the general title inclusive
of all systems of weights, measures, and coin-
age, in which subdivisions and multiples pro-
ceed by powers of ten. The one objection to
all decimal systems is that the number 10 is
not divisible into thirds and quarters with-
out the introduction of fractions.
Decimation, or the execution of every
tenth man, a punishment devised by Roman
military discipline when an offence had been
committed by a large body of men which
rendered them all liable to death, the selec-
tion being made by lot.
Deems, whose full name was Gains Mes-
sius Quintus Trajanms Decras, emperor
of Rome from 249 to 251 A.D. During his
reign the Christians were persecuted severe-
ly, among the sufferers being Origen.
Decius Mus, Pwblius. (i.) Consul at
Rome in 340 B.C. (2) Son of the above, was
four times consul.
Declaration. Under the common law prac-
tice, the pleading containing, in proper form,.
a statement of the facts constituting the
plaintiff's cause of action.
Declaration $>y United Nations, A
joint declaration, signed Jan. i, 1942, in
which 26 nations affirmed the Atlantic Char-
ter, pledged their resources for victory, and
agreed not to make a separate peace. The na-
tions signing the declaration were; the United
States of America, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, China,
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Costa Rica,
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic,
El Salvador, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Hon-
duras, India, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Po-
land, South Africa, Yugoslavia.
Declaration in lieu of Oath. An unsworn
statement before any person or body having
judicial powers^ by a witness, to the effect